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Joint Fire Fighter Training Instills Confidence, 

Camaraderie in Local Departments 

Story and photos by  
Kalen Arreola, NS Newport 
Public Affairs Office 

 
NEWPORT, R.I. -- 

Firefighters from Naval 
Station Newport and the City 
of Newport conducted joint 
training today at abandoned 
housing structures near the 
Park Holm Apartments in 
Middletown.  
The instructors and chiefs 

who worked to organize the 
training said itôs a first. ñWe 
brought back the East Bay 
Chiefs Meetings so we can 
share opportunities we have to 
train,ò said Battalion Chief 
Daniel E. Miller of Naval 
Station Newport Fire 
Department. 
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Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

ñTraining together helps us a lot 
when we are out on calls. When we 
see each other on scene we know the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
everyone onboard and we can 
manage the situation more 
effectively,ò he said. 
Fire departments across 

Aquidneck Island have been 
discussing how to work together and 
train together better. The 
departments have experienced some 
turnover recently and the new 
leadership has been eager to join 
forces. The weeklong training 
exercise is focused on Rapid 
Intervention Team training and ends 
tomorrow.  
ñA Rapid Intervention Team is a 

team that rescues other firefighters,ò 
said Deputy Chief Mike Ferreira, 

Newport Fire Department. 
ñEveryone is familiar with 
firefighters rescuing the victims 
trapped inside a fire, but we also 
have teams that rescue other 
firefighters when they need 
rescuing.ò 
The training is all based on real-

world scenarios that have happened 
in the past, so they are prepared for 
similar situations. The two scenarios 
conducted this morning involved two 
firefighters carrying a third up a 
flight of stairs, and two firefighters 
attempting to rescue a third out of a 
small window.  
ñThe weight of the equipment 

alone is easily 75 pounds,ò said 
Battalion Chief Keith Knudson, 
Navy Region Mid-Atlantic. ñAdding 
in the weight of the person, and you 
are dealing with 200-plus pounds.ò  
According to the U.S. Fire 

Administration, the leading cause of 

Line of Duty Deaths reported was 
being caught or trapped in a fire and 
the inability to be rescued.  The 
training conducted this week will 
help local firefighters if a situation 
becomes dangerous. 
Overall the training was a 

success. 
Ferreira shared how vital it is to 

have these partnerships in place 
between local stations. ñThe City of 
Newport has two fully-staffed rescue 
teams, but if we get more than three 
calls at once, we can easily be maxed 
out. That is where the Navy steps in, 
and it has been a great partnership. 
We call it mutual aid.ò 
Since the start of this year, Naval 

Station Newport has responded to 
one fire, 129 emergency rescues, ten 
hazardous condition incidents, 38 
service calls, 41 false alarms, 61 
mutual aid calls, and received 
support for one mutual aid request. 

Left: Battalion Chief Daniel E. 

Miller, Naval Station Newport Fire 

Department lifts fellow firefighter 

during Rapid Intervention 

Training this morning in Newport, 

R.I.  Front Cover: Firefighters 

from the City of Newport Fire 

Department practice rescuing a 

fellow firefighter ñtrapped in a 

basement.ò With gear, each 

firefighters weighs more than 200 

pounds. Fire departments from 

across Aquidneck Island will train 

together again in June 2019, as 

part of an ongoing partnership. 

Firefighters, continued 

mailto:nwpt_contactus@navy.mil
http://www.facebook.com/navstanewport
twitter.com/navstanewportri
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By Jeffrey Prater 
NUWC Division Newport 
Public Affairs 

 
Stephen Lamb of East 

Greenwich, R.I., has been selected as 
head of the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center (NUWC) Division Newport 
Contracts Department. 
In this role, he will serve as chief 

of the Contracting Office and lead 
the department in acquiring quality 
goods, services and technology for 
the NUWC Newportôs customers in a 
timely and cost-effective manner, 
while maintaining compliance and 
policy. 
Lamb served as acting 

department head for contracts from 
February through April 2019. Since 

2016, he has 
served as head 
of the 
Procurement 
Division.  
He was 

responsible for 
chairing the 
Contract 
Review Board 
and also served 
as the assessing 
official for all Contractor 
Performance Assessment Reporting 
System (CPARS) reports generated 
by NUWC Newport. During this 
time, he also served as the 
contracting officer for the Unmanned 
Undersea Vehicle Family of Systems 
contract.  

Lamb began his career at NUWC 
Newport in 2007 as a contracts 
specialist, obtained his contracting 
officer warrant in 2010, and was 
selected as head of the Procurement 
Branch from 2013 to 2016.  
He also had the opportunity to 

perform rotational assignments in 
support of the Atlantic Undersea Test 
and Evaluation Center (AUTEC) 
program in the Bahamas and the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Lakewood, 
Colo.  
Lamb received a Bachelor of 

Science degree in business 
administration from Northeastern 
University, and a Master of Science 
degree in business administration 
from the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. 

NUWC Division Newport Selects New Chief of Contracting Office 

Rosetta Mary Louise Desrosiers, 
96, a lifelong reader and contributor 
to the Warwick Beacon, died on 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019. 
Rosetta was born in Providence 

on January 25, 1923, the daughter of 
Henry Furey and Amelia (Retzloff) 
Furey. After her fatherôs untimely 
death in 1929 she and her mother 
moved to Warwick, where she was 
raised. She resided there, off and on, 
for the remainder of her life. 
On May 18, 1943, Rosetta 

reported for active duty in the U.S. 
Coast Guard. She attained the rank of 
Yeoman 2nd Class and was stationed 
in Florida, Chicago, and in 
Minnesota. She was discharged in 
1945. 
After her service, she attended 

the University 
of Wisconsin 
where she met 
her first 
husband, 
William 
Gillett. They 
were married 
in 1946 and 
divorced in 
1956. They 
had two 
children 
together, 
Maureen 
Claire Gillett 
Bignell, born 
in 1947, and 
Geoffrey 
Bruce Gillett, 
born in 1949. 
After her 

divorce, she 
worked a number of clerical 
positions in Providence. In 1964, she 
married Joseph Desrosiers, and they 
resided in Warwick until his death in 
2000. She was employed for much of 
this time at the Rhode Island School 
of Design. She retired in 1987. 
Throughout her life Rosetta was 

an avid writer. She wrote numerous 
articles, newsletters, poems and a 
play. She belonged to the Blackstone 
Valley Writerôs Guild and served for 
a time as their vice president. 
Rosetta was especially proud of 

her service in the Coast Guard. She, 
along with fellow ñSparò and lifelong 
friend Evelyn Cohen, organized 
Waves (Women Accepted for 
Voluntary Emergency Service) 
National Unit 118 in Rhode Island.  
In April, she participated in 

Honor Flight Victory, a visit to 
Washington by former service 
members - in this case all women - to 
honor those who served, and to be 
recognized for their service. She had 
a wonderful time - certainly the 
highpoint of her 96th year! - and we 
her family thank those women who 
helped her on this journey. We thank 
them as well for their service.  
Calling hours: Friends may call 

between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. on 
Friday, May 24, at the Barrett & 
Cotter Funeral Home, 1328 Warwick 
Avenue, Spring Green, Warwick. 
Burial with military honors will 
follow at the Rhode Island Veterans 
Cemetery in Exeter.  

In memory of 

Rosetta 

Desrosiers 
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Holocaust Survivor Shares Firsthand Accounts  

During Visit to NUWC Division Newport 

By Jeffrey Prater 
NUWC Division Newport 
Public Affairs 
 
Dr. Alice Eichenbaum survived 

the Nazi takeover of Bulgaria during 
World War II. Her experiences and 
those of her late husband, who 
survived two concentration camps 
and lost his entire family in the 
Holocaust, are forever inscribed in 
her familyôs history.  
Eichenbaum shared her history 

with the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center (NUWC) Division Newport 
workforce during ñBeyond Religious 
Boundaries: Learning from the 
Holocaust.ò The event, sponsored by 
NUWC Newportôs Equal 
Employment Opportunity, Diversity 
and Inclusion Office, was held on 
April 30, one day before national 
Holocaust Remembrance Day.  
Yom Hashoah, also known as 

Holocaust Remembrance Day, was 
established by Israelôs Knesset 
(parliament) as a memorial to the six 
million Jewish people who were 
slaughtered by the Nazis between 
1933 and 1945. It is observed on the 
27th day of the month of Nisan, 
which, this year was from sundown 
on May 1 to sunset on May 2.   
Eichenbaum, a member of the 

Sandra Bornstein Holocaust 
Education Center Speakerôs Bureau 
in Providence, R.I., was 
accompanied by the centerôs 
education coordinator Paula Olivieri. 
She speaks about her life under the 
Nazi regime because she believes it 
is important for all generations to 
listen to firsthand accounts. 
ñHow could a country like 

Germany, that has produced some of 
the best poets, the best music, the 
best scientists, do something like 
this?ò Eichenbaum asked. ñWe canôt 
control humanity, but itôs important 
that young people know what 
happened.ò 

Born in Vienna, Eichenbaum was 
the only child of business owners. 
Her family had been living in Sofia, 
Bulgaria since 1938. In the 
beginning, life in Sofia was not 
difficult she said. The Bulgarians, 
who had lived under Turkish rule for 
500 years, understood the pain of 
persecution, and were tolerant of the 
50,000 Jews living in their country. 
The Jewish residents were issued 

German passports with the letter ñJò 
to designate their religion. All of the 
females were given the name Sarah 
and all the males the name Israel. 
Eichenbaum attended a private 

German school, and although there 
were indications of trouble in 
Europe, life was fairly normal, she 
said, until Hitler marched into 
Bulgaria in March 1941. 
ñLife changed then,ò she said.  

A swastika was suddenly flying 
above the schools, teachers wore 
swastikas, people started looking at 
her differently, Eichenbaum 
explained. 
Jews with foreign passports were 

deported on ships, one of which sank 
under the weight of too many 
passengers and one of which made it 
to Palestine. To this day, 
Eichenbaum does not know why her 
family was not deported from Sofia. 
The Nazis imposed restrictions 

on Jewish life, including a 6 p.m. 
curfew, closed Jewish-owned 
businesses, and then less and less 
food was available to Jewish 
families. In November 1942, 
Eichenbaum said, the Jews were 
forced to wear the yellow Star of 

Dr. Alice Eichenbaum (center), a member of the Sandra 

Bornstein Holocaust Education Center Speakerôs Bureau in 

Providence, met with Gabrielle Stokes (from left), of the Naval 

Undersea Warfare Center Division Newportôs Equal 

Employment Opportunity, Diversity and Inclusion Office and 

Commanding Officer Capt. Michael Coughlin, prior to a 

presentation on April 30.  

Continued on next page 
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David at all times. Signs were posted 
preventing Jews from frequenting 
movies and restaurants. Jewish 
citizens were forbidden from the 
main streets and required to walk on 
side streets and not on the sidewalks. 
Every Jewish home had to display 
the yellow Star of David. 
In January 1943, the Nazis 

deported all Jews from France to 
Bulgaria. Hitler needed 20,000 Jews 
for ñslave labor,ò said Eichenbaum. 
Twelve-thousand Jews were 
deported from Macedonia and 
Thrace and 8,000 from Bulgaria 
proper. Jews were picked up at night 
and put in tobacco warehouses. Of 
the 12,000 Jews shipped on cattle 
cars to Treblinka, a concentration 
camp in occupied Poland, only 196 
survived. From July 1942 to October 
1943, it is estimated that between 
700,000 and 900,000 Jews were 
killed in Treblinkaôs gas chambers. 
The Holocaust came closest to 

Eichenbaumôs family in May 1943 
when they were told to report to the 
train station in 48 hours to be 
transported ñsomewhere.ò Her 
parents warned Eichenbaum not to 
look at the faces of the Gestapo 
soldiers, and she recalls looking 
down and only seeing how shiny 
their boots were. She was just 14 
years old. 
But, before the train left the 

station, Eichenbaum said, a British 
air raid began, the sirens went off, 
the train was taken off its track, and 
the Jews were not transported that 
day. 
Eichenbaumôs family was forced 

to live with three other Jewish 
families in one room, with no 
plumbing or electricity, she said. Her 
job was to collect two buckets of 
water from the well every day. She 
remembers going to bed hungry very 
often and not having any medicine if 
anyone was sick. During this time, 
Eichenbaum developed whooping 

cough.   
ñLife was tough,ò she said, ñbut 

somehow, we survived.ò 
In September 1944, the Russians 

liberated the Jews in Bulgaria. The 
family went back to Sofia, where 
houses had been bombed. She had 
lost two years of schooling, but went 
back to school and studied mostly 
math and chemistry to catch up.  
Eventually, Eichenbaum went to 

Vienna, where she studied chemistry. 
Her parents went to live in Palestine. 
In spite of the difficult years her 
family spent in Bulgaria, 
Eichenbaum loves the country and 
has visited many times with her two 
sons, she said. 
A different story in Poland 
Life for her future husband, Ray 

Eichenbaum, who lived in Lodz, 
Poland with his sister and brother 
and parents, was quite different, she 
explained. 
On Sept. 3, 1939, the German 

army invaded Poland, and on Sept. 8, 
they invaded Lodz.  Ray, who was 
10 years old when Lodzôs 230,000 
Jews were forced to live in a ghetto 
in April 1940, worked in a tannery 
making belts for German soldiers. 
His family often ate only soup made 
from potato peels.  
Lodz Ghetto was ñliquidatedò in 

June 1944 and Jews were loaded 
onto cattle cars and sent to 
Auschwitz and Birkenau 
concentration camps. Aliceôs 
husband, who was age 14, was 
loaded on a train to Birkenau. He 
told her that in the cars he read the 
words of former prisoners: ñTry to 
save yourself; you are going to hell.ò 
During one of the many prisoner 

ñselections,ò in which men, women, 
children and the elderly were divided 

into different groups, Ray saw his 
sister taken away and he never saw 
her again. With his 18-year-old 
brother, Ray was able to stay alive 
and ñavoid the showersò where Jews 
were murdered with cyanide gas.  
ñHe told me he never forgot the 

screams of people [in the showers] 
and the smell of burning flesh from 
the ovens,ò she said. 
The two brothers were separated 

when Rayôs older brotherôs health 
failed. At the camp, prisoners were 
daily selected for either work groups 
or sent to their death, and one day, 
his brotherôs luck ran out.  
ñHis saddest day was when a 

German commando separated the 
two brothers, and a train pulled out 
with his brother aboard,ò Alice said.  
Ray recalled waving goodbye to 

his brother for the last time. 
Ray was one of thousands of 

prisoners transported to the hard 
labor camp, Mauthausen, located in 
Austria. Those not transported were 
sent on ñdeath marches,ò as the 
Germans tried to escape from the 
invading Allies. 
Ray was one of the surviving 

Jews who were liberated by the U.S. 
Army on April 20, 1945. When 
liberated, he weighed 51 pounds. He 
was the only member of his family to 
survive. ñIf you meet 10 survivors, 
you will hear 10 different stories of 
survival,ò she said. 

Eichenbaum, 

continued 

Dr. Alice Eichenbaum, a member 

of the Sandra Bornstein 

Holocaust Education Center 

Speakerôs Bureau in Providence, 

speaks to Naval Undersea 

Warfare Center Division Newport 

employees about her life in 

Bulgaria under the Nazi regime 

during a lecture held as part of a 

national series on Holocaust 

Remembrance Day. ñBeyond 

Religious Boundaries: Learning 

from the Holocaust,ò was 

sponsored by NUWC Newportôs 

Equal Employment Opportunity, 

Diversity and Inclusion Office on 

April 30.  
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The United States is currently 
experiencing the highest number of 
measles cases since 1994. Here are 
answers to some of the more 
frequently asked questions about 
measles in the Department of 
Defense:  

 
Q1. Is the U.S. military affected 

by recent measles outbreaks?  
Answer: As part of the U.S. and 

global community, military members 
and their families share concerns 
about increased rates of measles. 
Measles in military service members 
is very rare because of strong vaccine 
requirements. Measles is a greater 
risk for family members, especially 
those who are less- than fully 
vaccinated because of young age, 
medical conditions, or other reasons. 

 
Q2. What are the militaryôs 

policies regarding measles vaccine?  
Answer: Like all U.S. 

healthcare, U.S. military medicine 
follows the recommendations of the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices (CDC/
ACIP). The overarching reference for 
measles protection best practice is: 
CDC. Prevention of measles, rubella, 
congenital rubella syndrome, and 
mumps. MMWR 2013:62(4):1-40. 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/
rr6204.pdf  

 
Q3. Should adults get extra 

vaccines because of measles 
outbreaks?  
Answer: Adults should not get 

ñextraò vaccines during measles 
outbreaks. However, all adults should 
maintain evidence of measles 
immunity.  
CDC/ACIP define evidence of 

measles immunity as: (a) 
documentation of adequate 
vaccination, OR (b) laboratory 
evidence of immunity or past disease, 
OR (c) birth before 1957.  

Q4. Should children get extra 
vaccines because of measles 
outbreaks?  
Answer: Children older than 12 

months of age should not get ñextraò 
vaccines during measles outbreaks. 
However, all children should 
maintain evidence of measles 
immunity.  
CDC/ACIP define evidence of 

measles immunity in children as: (a) 
documentation of two doses of MMR 
(or MMRV) vaccine after 12 months 
of age, OR (b) laboratory evidence of 
immunity or past disease.  

 
Q5. Should infants get extra 

vaccines because of measles 
outbreaks?  
Answer: Routine 

administration of measles vaccines 
(MMR or MMRV) should not begin 

before 12 months of age. However, 
children younger than 12 months of 
age require special consideration for 
measles protection. Children ages 6-
12 months who travel internationally 
should receive one dose of MMR 
vaccine; they should subsequently 
receive two doses of MMR (or 
MMRV) after age 12 months and 
before school entry.  
During measles outbreaks in the 

U.S., recommendations may also be 
made to give one dose of MMR to 
children ages 6-12 months.  
Such recommendations are made 

by the cognizant public health 
authority who will define the time 
and location parameters of an 
outbreak; this was done in N.Y. in 
April 2019. The U.S. military will 
support such recommendations for 
military families in affected areas. 

Q & A Regarding Measles from the Defense Health Agency  


